
Student Mission Statement: As students our mission is to learn what we need to know for successful living.  
We are responsible, life-long learners, using our knowledge and skills to help others right here, right now!

Alma Intermediate School News

School Calendar (almasd.net) 

April 9   Third Gr. ACT Aspire
April 16 Fourth Gr. ACT Aspire
April 23 Fifth Gr. ACT Aspire
April 20 Special Olympics at AIS 
April 27 Fourth Grade to Devil’s Den 
May 3    Million Word Reader Field Trip 
May 7-9 Bargain Book Sale 
May 10-11 Mother’s Day Store
May 11  Musical Mansion in the Safe Room 
May 14 Second Grade Tour of AIS at 9 a.m. 
May 15  9 a.m. 3rd Gr. Awards / 5th Gr. Track
 1 p.m. 4th Gr. Awards / 3rd Gr Track
May 16  9 a.m. 4th Gr. Track 1:30 p.m. 5th Awards 
 at the PAC 
May 17 Fitness Fun qualifiers to Wheels in Motion 
May 18 5th Gr Cookout during lunch / Dismiss at 
 1:15 p.m. 
May 22 Last day of school 

Recess with friends       Teachers planning together      Student-led Parent/Teacher       Robotics team members
       Conferences       April, 2018

From the Principal...

I’m proud of my father. We had our disagreements, 
especially during my teenage years, but he became wiser 
in my eyes with each passing year as I entered adulthood.

He served in Korea in the 1950s before I was born. 
Recently, he almost apologized that there wasn’t much 
fierce combat during his time there. I didn’t think any 
apology was necessary. 

A favorite story told of him is that his platoon was 
crossing a minefield when one of the men froze and 
wouldn’t move forward. My father moved in front of him 
and told him and the others to follow in his steps as he 
led the group through this dangerous area, knowing that 
he risked death by being the first in line.

When he returned to the United States, he worked to 
provide for his family and was involved in his 
community. He always enjoyed service projects. In his 
early 80s, he was still “building ramps to help the elderly 
folks.”

Like my father impacted my life, our students’ fathers 
can have a positive influence on our school. The mere 
presence of a man for lunch and recess improves the 
atmosphere, shows students that men think education is 
important and gives students the opportunity to see men 
involved in their community. 

Join us for Dads on Duty when your schedule allows. 
Moms are always welcome, too! Simply drop by the 
office and say you want to sign up, then come to lunch 
and recess and enjoy being part of our school. You’ll 
have fun, and you’ll have a positive impact on our 
students.  

~ Mr. Warnock 
 

State Testing April 9-27  

Students are in the midst of the ACT Aspire testing now.  

Testing is about one hour each morning during the week of 
testing. Third grade students are completing testing this 
week, April 9-13. Fourth grade will test the week of April 
16-20 and fifth grade will test the week of April 23-27. 

We appreciate students who are giving effort on testing 
and know their results will show this effort. For fifth 
graders, the ACT Aspire can determine the number of 
electives they qualify for in 6th grade.



 Math Lesson Study

Third grade math teachers recently participated in a 
Lesson Study Research Project directed by Dr. Catherine 
Lewis of Mills College and Dr. Robert Schoen of Florida 
State University. Lessons were adapted and demonstrated 
by Dr. Akihiko Takahashi (goes by “Dr. T”). Lesson 
Study was excellent professional development for 
teachers and a learning opportunity for students. 

Nancy Rhodes and Sherry Lane assisted with the project 
focused on strategies for teaching fractions to third 
graders. A lesson provided by Dr. Takahashi was 
prepared and then videoed for study. Notes and results of 
a pre and post test were submitted to the researchers at 
Mills College. The process involved in lesson study was 
beneficial, and teachers look forward to doing this again 
in the future. 

Thank You Mentors

Mentors continue to play an important part in making our 
school a special place for students. Fifth graders work 
with third graders every Monday morning in math, 
reading, or social skills, depending on what is needed by 
the younger students. 

Dads on Duty

Dads/Granddads (moms/grandmothers) are welcome to 
join us for lunch. After lunch with your child, follow 
students to the playground and enjoy some visiting time 
outside. We call it Dads on Duty. All you need to do is 
ask for a form in the office and sign up. The presence of 
men and parents from our community increases school 
safety and communicates the importance of education to 
our students. 

School Notifications

Messages from the school can be sent to parents who 
have email addresses and phone numbers on file with 
their child’s registration from the beginning of this school 
year.  If you provided a cell number, you should receive a 
text. Notifications also appear on the Almasd.net website, 
Facebook, and Twitter.

Stay Informed With Social Media 

Intermediate School Twitter: @alma_ais 

Intermediate School Facebook: Alma 
Intermediate School 

Jim Warnock, Principal 
Ralynn Wilkinson, Assistant Principal
Courtney Gunter, Counselor
Office Staff: Candy Humphries and Amie Nicholson
479-632-2166
Web link: almasd.net
Facebook: facebook.com/AlmaIntermediateSchool/
Twitter: @alma_ais


