
Student Mission Statement: As students our mission is to learn what we need to know for successful living.  
We are responsible, life-long learners, using our knowledge and skills to help others right here, right now!

Alma Intermediate School News

School Calendar (almasd.net) 

Feb. 5-9: Counselor Appreciate Week - Thank 
you Courtney Gunter, WAGC, and others. 
 
March 19-23: Poetry Slam and Creative Writing 
Workshop for Fifth Grade with Clayton Scott

Mar. 19-28: Math research project with third grade 
and Florida State University. 

Mar. 1: Coffee With the Counselor at 8 a.m. 

Mar. 1: Fifth Grade Archery Tournament at 10:30 
a.m. in the Safe Room 

 Mar. 5: Honor Choir & 5th Gr. Flutophones 6 p.m. 

AHS Orientation to Teaching      Thank you Little League         Project Lead The Way Science   Mrs. Gunter sharing Growth   
students assisting classrooms        coaches!                                 Mindset with students

February, 2018

From the Principal...

Here’s my to-do list from childhood: Take out the trash 
then feed the dog and my sister’s horse. On Saturday, I’d 
help my father mow the yard and sometimes work in his 
iron shop grinding welds on the railing he built for 
porches and stairwells. 

Beyond that, there were the following “required” 
activities: Walking, running, or riding my bicycle in the 
woods behind our house; Climbing a large pine tree with 
my dad’s camera; Fishing in a small creek that ran under 
a bridge about one mile down the highway; Throwing a 
football or frisbee with my dad or neighbors; Playing the 
drums. 

Kevin Taylor’s article reminded me of those active, yet 
relaxed, childhood days. If we’re not careful, we’ll 
pressure the joy right out of childhood as we rush from 
one activity to another. We can also squeeze the pleasure 
from childhood by undue pressure to “win” or “be the 
best,” long before it even matters. 

Yes, performance is important, but a relaxed and creative 
mind performs better than a fearful, pressured mind. 
Today I’m at my creative best when walking, reading, or 
working with others. 

Outstanding performance comes from those who are 
balanced physically, mentally, and spiritually. Childhood 
sets the stage for lifelong learning. Let’s set the stage 
well and equip our children to be enthusiastic and clear 
thinkers as they move through life. 

- Mr. Warnock 

Coffee With the Counselor for Third Grade  

On Thursday, March 1 at 8:00 a.m., Mrs. Gunter, 
Counselor, will share valuable information about the ACT 
Aspire with parents of third graders. This is the state test 
that Arkansas students in grades 3-8 take each April. 

Mrs. Bailey, Media Specialist, will also share from her 
experience working with high school students to prepare 
for the ACT which can lead to scholarships and other 
opportunities. This will be video tapped and posted on 
Facebook and Twitter for parents who are not able be on 
campus that morning. 

Come enjoy coffee, a cinnamon roll, followed by a short 
visit to your child’s classroom. 

http://www.swtimes.com/sports/20180204/taylor-are-parents-overdoing-it-yes-they-are
http://www.swtimes.com/sports/20180204/taylor-are-parents-overdoing-it-yes-they-are


 
Historical Wax Museum in Fifth Grade 

Alma Intermediate School hosted its 5th Wax Museum on 
January 26, 2018, in the Safe Room. Fifth-grade students 
researched historical characters before making a decision 
on which person they wanted to study more deeply. 
Students then completed additional research to collect 
facts and determine the impact of that person’s life in 
American history.

Teachers facilitated the unit and assisted with costume 
selection and ideas. The school has a collection of 
costumes donated by parents and former students. Some 
students preferred to make their own costumes.

Teachers also selected a character and dressed in costume 
on the day of the Wax Museum. Third-grade students 
visited the Safe Room and heard presentations from fifth 
graders. Many parents and grandparents were also able to 
attend.

School-Wide Spelling Bee Winners 

L-R Quinten Lato, Sophia Floyd, Kiran Parrish, Cash 
Farris, and alternate Jaquelyn Parga represented us in the 
Crawford County Spelling Bee. 

AIS Vision Statements - These statements were 
revised during December and January to be more concise 
and clear. Thank you to students, staff, and parents, for 
helping us move toward these goals.
  
● Alma Intermediate School will be a place where all students 
experience success, build self-esteem, develop resilience and 
make great academic gains by taking ownership and 
responsibility for learning and building authentic and lasting 
relationships. 
● Students will have a secure, nurturing, proactive team of 
support that includes staff and meaningful parent involvement 
with a shared passion for lifelong learning and a growth 
mindset, committed to doing whatever it takes to succeed. 
● AIS will use strategies and interventions based on best 
practices to reach all students, regardless of their present level 
of learning. 
● AIS will be a joyful place where students' individual needs 
and unique talents are the focus and where their 
accomplishments are recognized in all academic areas.

Weather Notifications

In the event of school closing notifications, messages will 
automatically go to parents who have email addresses and 
phone numbers on file with their child’s registration from 
the beginning of this school year.  If you provided a cell 
number, you should receive a text. Notifications also 
appear on the Almasd.net website, Facebook, and Twitter. 

Box Tops for Education

Each spring all students 
receive a free book for the 
summer. This is just one 
of the areas supported by 
our collection of Box 
Tops. Please bring Box 
Tops you collect to your 
classroom teacher.
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