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Student Mission Statement: As students our mission is to learn what we need to know for successful living.  
We are responsible, life-long learners, using our knowledge and skills to help others right here, right now!

Emergency Notification and Website 
Weather is unpredictable in Arkansas.  Be sure you are 
registered on EdLine for emergency notifications.  This 
is the same notification system that teachers rely on for 
communications about weather status.  

From the Principal: A short history of testing…. 

Looking at testing and accountability is like seeing a long 
arc across a number of years. I remember taking 
standardized tests as an elementary school student.  We 
never received any results from these tests and usually 
didn’t even know they were going to occur.  

When I was a teacher, the Minimum Performance Tests 
(MPT) were given.  I was offended that my students 
could only show minimum levels of learning on this test. 
We found that results from the MPT didn’t mean much 
since most students could do all of the tasks.  Some 
teachers prepared for these tests by teaching everyone at 
minimum levels. Not good.

In my early days as a principal, we gave  the Iowa , and 
later the Standford tests. These were challenging and 
gave us good information about the learning of our 
students. These tests also gave us national comparisons 
of our students’ learning.  Very good!  

About sixteen years ago the state began to administer the 
Benchmark Exam. This test was very challenging but 
gave us good information about our students’ learning.  
We used the results of these tests in our student-led 
conferences, and our students had a good understanding 
of their past performance on this assessment.  They also 
had a good understanding of their goal for the future on 
this test.

During the first few years of Benchmark testing, students 
scored low because of the new format and showing 
learning in ways that were more challenging than in the 
past.  The Benchmark required students in grades 3-8 to 
give written responses to high-level questions and 
prompts in reading and math. We made adjustments in 
our teaching and some adjustments were made in how 
the Benchmark was administered. The Benchmark Exam 
became a good assessment over time. 

(Continued on page 2)

Alma Intermediate School News

Upcoming Events 

Feb. 9:  Fourth Grade Music at the PAC 
  beginning at 6:00 p.m.

Feb. 9  Progress Reports 

Feb. 16 Professional Development Day - No 
  school for students

Mar. 9-April 9 PARCC testing will occur during this 
  window of time on a rotating 
  schedule. 

Mar. 13 Yearbook order deadline 

Mar. 16 Flutophones (5th grade) at the PAC 

Mar. 16-20 Book Fair 

Mar. 18 Parent/Teacher Conferences 
  2:00-7:00 p.m. 

Mar. 23-27 Spring Break 
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We are now at the point of another change in how we test  
students. Students are being prepared to take the tests on 
a computer over content that is at a higher level of 
difficulty than ever in the past. 

With change comes stress. As adults, we’ve felt stress 
due to change, but our challenge is to assist our students 
in dealing with change while managing the stress they 
might feel. Teachers have attempted to prepare students 
for the PARCC (Partnership for Assessment of Readiness 
for College and Careers) while continuing to provide a 
well-rounded learning experience for students. Taking 
this set of assessments will be a learning experience for 
students, parents, and teachers.  

This test will probably change in the future, but high-
stakes testing will not go away. When I read the learning 
standards of our state, these are things that I want my 
children to be able to do.  But, I want them tested fairly 
and equitably. Testing that is beneficial for students will 
require change and improvement over time as we saw 
with the Benchmark Exam.  Also required will be 
changes in how we as teachers and parents prepare our 
students.

Our governor is putting together a task force to study our 
state’s curriculum and how we test our students. This is a 
good idea and I’ll share input based on what we learn 
while watching our students test this year. 

My hope is that we will see improvements in how we test 
our students while holding to standards of learning that 
we all want our children to achieve. Let's give our 
children encouragement and let them know that we're 
proud of their work. Regardless of how our children are 
tested, we want them to do their best and be able to show 
their learning. 

 

Valentine’s Day Procedures

The following was sent to area florists concerning 
Valentine’s Day. 

Due to safety concerns, balloons and glass containers are 
not allowed on the school buses.  Please be sure to ask 
customers if their child rides a bus before taking orders 
that include balloons or glass if the items are to be 
delivered to any Alma School. 

There is a $1 charge for deliveries on Valentines’ Day, 
and all deliveries must be on campus before 1:00.

 Thank you for helping us keep our students safe.   

Quiz Bowl Teams 

Poetry Slam Winners 
pictured with 
Clayton Scott: 
Kaslyn Hatton, 
Wyatt Fletcher, 
Shaylin Waldrop, 
Shivam Raja, and 
Madelyn Adair

School-Wide 
Spelling Bee 
Winners (L-R) 
Madeline Williams, 
Annabeth 
Sanderson, 
Nykollus Dyke, 
Samantha Baker, 
and alternate 
Madison Downs.

Poetry Slam

Fourth Gr. Quiz Bowl Team pictured with Mrs. Ingold: L-R 
Dillon Belke, Lane Higgins, Raylie Morgan, Avery Slates, 
Eli Jerrell, Halena Dugger, Bryson McCaslin, Kaitlyn 
Sampley, Magen Sharp (not pictured) Emma Moore 

Fifth Gr. Quiz Bowl Team pictured with Mrs. Hartley 
L-R James Jones, Jaxon Perreault, Madeline Williams, 
Tate Driggs, Shivam Raja, Rebecca McIntosh, Lucas 
Hayes, Blaine Chambers, Jillian Mills, Janessa Morgan 
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