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Student Mission Statement: As students our mission is to learn what we need to know for successful living.  
We are responsible, life-long learners, using our knowledge and skills to help others right here, right now!

Intermediate School Website 
A number of resources are available at almasd.net. 
You’ll find the Intermediate School under “Schools.”  
Under the AIS “News” you’ll find the Student Handbook, 
recent newsletters, calendars, and upcoming events.  You 
may also request emergency notifications for weather and 
other purposes.  Links to learning resources are available 
on the lower left side of the AIS homepage. 

From the Principal...
Reese Kennedy was my mother’s older brother.  He was 
an artist.  He worked hard and loved his family very 
much. 

When I was five, I convinced my Uncle Reese to draw a 
Texas Longhorn for me.  Fifteen years later it 
disappeared.  I assumed that it was lost when my parents 
moved.  I would think of it often, but eventually gave up 
on ever seeing it again.   

At Uncle Reese’s funeral, I thought again about that 
drawing while hearing stories of those he influenced over 
the course of his life.  Stories were shared of his work as 
an artist, teacher, father and friend.    He was a founding 
member and first president of the Southwest Watercolor 
Society and taught art at Stephen F. Austin University 
until his retirement.

Several years after his funeral, we were sorting through 
some of his books when his son-in-law walked in and 
said, “Is this something that belongs to you?”  He was 
holding the Texas Longhorn drawing.  My parents had 
given it to Reese years before so he could frame it, but 
time passed by as it sat safely in his home.

I had the drawing framed, thankful for this gift from the 
past.  Reese would say, “If I’d realized how special this 
drawing was going to be to you, I would have spent more 
time on it.”  Since I was five at the time, he probably 
needed to make that longhorn appear quickly to hold my 
attention.  It was beautiful to me then and still is today.

I posted the initial story of this drawing on my blog in 
January of 2014.  In July, I received an email from Scott 
Martin, a professional photographer in Wheat Ridge, 
Colorado.  He said, “I think I have one of your uncle's 
watercolors. The signature matches the one on your 
longhorn painting.”

(continued on page 2) 

Alma Intermediate School News

Upcoming Events 

Oct. 13-16: Book Fair 

Oct. 13: Rachel’s Challenge for community at the 
PAC from 6:00-7:30 p.m. 

Oct. 14: Rachel’s Challenge for Intermediate 
 School at the PAC from 8:45-9:30 a.m. 

Oct. 16: Student pictures 

Oct. 16: Parent/Teacher Conferences 2-7 p.m.  
 Book Fair open during conferences 

Oct. 17: Professional Development - No school

Oct. 22: Fire Safety for 3rd grade led by AHS 
 DECA 

Oct. 22: 5:30-6:15 Dads on Duty recruitment and 
 hot dog cook out for dads and their kids. 

Oct. 23: Bass Reeves presentation at 1:15 p.m. 

Oct. 27: Flu Clinic in the Safe Room during the 
 morning. Watch for more information.  

Tom Wofford, Ross Baldwin, Barrett Ewing, and Randy Friend sharing during the Third Grade Science and Math Career Day.
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Scott had enjoyed the painting, which was a gift from a 
friend twenty years ago.  He now wanted to give the 
painting to me since I had a connection with the artist.  

And so, this is how I received a second work of art by 
Reese Kennedy.  I’ve placed it in the office to share with 
students and visitors. 

I wonder if Reese had any idea of the paths some of his 
art would travel?  That one of his drawings would be 
"lost" then found and cherished years later.  I think he 
would be pleased to know that his work would be 
treasured and shared for years into the future.  

When we use our learning and skills to create, the 
influence may continue for years to come.  Some of our 
children will write, design, build or lead.  As they 
exercise their creativity and share their gifts, they are 
investing in the future of our world.  There’s no telling 
where the giving will end!
  ~ Jim Warnock 

Third Grade Math & Science Career Day 

Third graders spent the morning of October 7 rotating 
between four classrooms to learn about careers in math 
and science. 

Presenters included the following: 1) InvoTek, Inc. with 
Tom Jakobs, Jerry Russell, Barrett Ewing, and Eryn 
Johnson.  2) Ross Baldwin, Forensic Accounting, 3) Tom 
Wofford, Pharmacy, and 4) Randy Friend, Technology 
and Programming.  

Halloween

Students may choose to wear costumes to school, but 
many choose not to.  Face paint, fake blood or distracting 
gore will not  be allowed.  Students will enjoy a 
Halloween snack at a time to be determined by the 
teacher.  

Friday 
Morning Clubs 

Each Friday from 
8:00-8:20 a.m. a 
number of 
student clubs 
meet on campus. 
During Pet Club, 
students learned 
about how to care 
for horses and 
then met 
Remington, Mrs. 
Sanders’ horse.

Dads on Duty Meeting and Cookout 

On October 22 at 5:30 p.m., dads interested in learning 
more about Dads on Duty will meet at the Safe Room and 
enjoy a hotdog with their children.  Information on how 
men on campus increases safety and student learning will 
be shared.  Dads will be able to sign up to participate 
during lunch, or at other times, depending on their work 
schedules.  

Student-Led Parent/Teacher Conferences 

On October 16, from 2:00-7:00 p.m., students will be 
sharing their progress with parents. Student-led 
conferences increase student leadership in learning and 
provide parents with more information about their child.

Fitness Challenge 

Congratulations to the following students who have 
reached 15, 20, and 25 miles in the Fitness Challenge.  
Students who want to participate may log their laps 
during lunch recess on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday.  

Fifteen miles: Jaxon Moore, Grant Allen, Jackson 
Wright, Demetrio Cerda, Jimmy Dyer, Kaitlyn Sampley, 
Ethan Burris, Bryson McCaslin, Serenity Membreno, 
Katelyn Valedez, Anthony Garcia. 

Twenty miles: Derek Bailey, Trevor Dugal, 

Twenty-five miles: Henry Dray

 Jim Warnock, Principal 
Suzy Ferguson, Assist. Principal
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